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. Most leopards are light coloured and have dark spots on
their fur. These spots are called ““rosettes” because their
shape is similar to that of a rose. There are also black
leopards, too, whose spots are hard to see because their fur
is so dark.

. The lifespan of a leopard is between 12 and 17 years in the
wild, and up to 23 years in captivity.

. Leopards can be found in various places around the world
— they live in Sub-Saharan Africa, Northeast Africa, Central
Asia, India and China.

. Nocturnal animals - leopards are active at night when they
venture out in search of food. They mostly spend their days
resting, camouflaged in the trees or hiding in caves.

. Leopards are renowned for their agility. They run up to 58
km/h (36 mph) and can leap 6 meters (20 feet) horizontally
and 3 meters (10 feet) vertically. They are also very strong
swimmers.

KENYA NATIONAL

SPELLING

2. BEE

LEARN THAT WORD

This is where you'll discover fun (and furry!) animal facts
about our planet’s incredible wildlife. From majestic
mammals and soaring birds to super sea creatures and
curious creepy crawlies — it’s an animal lover’s dream!

Speed:
58 km/h
(Running).

Scientific name:
Panthera pardus.

Gestation period:
90 — 105 days.

Lifespan:
12 - 17 years.

Mass:

Male; 31 kg

(South Africa's coastal
mountains population),
Female;

23 - 27 kg

(Somalia population)

Height:

Male; 60 — 70 cm
(Adult, at Shoulder),
Female; 57 — 64 cm
(Adult, at Shoulder)

6. Leopards are astoundingly strong. They are pound for
pound the strongest of the big cats. This means if all the big
cats where the same size and weight, the leopard would be
the strongest.

7. These big cats have a varied diet and enjoy different kinds
of grub. They eat bugs, fish, antelope, monkeys, rodents,
deer...in fact, pretty much any prey that is available!

. They are able to climb trees, even when carrying heavy
prey, and often choose to rest on tree branches during the
day. One reason why leopards sometimes take their prey up
in the trees is to ensure lions or hyenas can’t steal from them.

9. Adult leopards are solitary animals. Each adult leopard has
its own territory where it lives and, although they often share
parts of it, they try to avoid one another.

10. Leopards have a gestation period of approximately 3
months and typically give birth to a litter of 2 to 3 cubs.

(Source; Science Kids, Folly Farm and Maasai Mara Lions)




Did you enjoy facts about the cat family?

Attempt to answer the below quiz and learn more
about the cat family.

CHEETAHS

1. True or False? Cheetahs have a pale-yellow coat
with black dots on the upper parts

2. What is the scientific name for a cheetah?

3. How many breathes per minute can a cheetah take
during a chase?

4. What is the fastest land animal in the world?

5. How many years can a cheetah live in captivity?

JAGUARS

6. Which big cat is recognizable thanks to its rosette
markings?

7. True or False? Jaguars live alone and mark their
territory with their waste or by clawing trees

8. Jaguars feed on?

9. In which Country do we have the highest population
of Jaguars?

10. True or False? Jaguar is the largest type of “big
cat” in the world.

TIGERS

1. What is the largest type of ‘big cat’ in the world?

2. What is the scientific name for a tiger?

3. True or False? Tigers that breed with lions give birth
to hybrids known as tigons and ligers

4. At full speed, tigers can reach up to how many
km/h?2

5. True or False? Tigers are good swimmers

LIONS

1. True or false? The roar of a lion can be heard from 8
kilometres (5.0 miles) away

2. Groups of lions are known as?

3. True or False? Lions scent mark their territory, using
their pee, to create a
border

4. How do we call the young one of a lion?

5. In which part of the world do we find the most lion
breeds?

LEOPARDS

1. What do we call the dark spots on a leopard’s fur?2

2. What is the life span of leopards in the wild and
captivity?

3. Name at least 3 diets in a leopard’s meal?

4. True or False? Leopards are the strongest in the cat
family

5. True or False? Leopards are nocturnal animals.
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